A majority of people in the U.S. now oppose the war in Iraq,

and evidence is mounting that

the continued U.S. occupation is a catalyst for civil war,

and of no help in establishing a democratic society.

· The killing of Iraqi civilians has escalated over the past year. 

· Over 22,507 Iraqi civilians have been killed since March 19, 2003.

· Bombings by “insurgents” are reported on a daily basis.

· 1,735 U.S. troops have died, and over 13,076 have been wounded, thousands critically.

The U.S. Occupation is part of the problem, 

Not the solution,  therefore …

IT  IS  TIME  TO

END  THE  U.S.  OCCUPATION OF  IRAQ !

1) There is a growing hostility against the U.S. occupation.

· Any American in Iraq (whether soldier or civilian), or anyone associated with the Americans, like U.S. trained Iraqi soldiers and police, lives in constant fear of attack. 

· According to recent CIA reports, the security situation is deteriorating and is likely to worsen. 

2) More troops have not brought more security to Iraq, and the insurgency is growing in size and lethal capacity.

· U.S. Troop levels have increased from 100,000 in 2003 to 150,000 in 2005.  

· Coalition forces have been killing and capturing 1,000 to 3,000 insurgents every month for more than a year. 

· But over that same time, the insurgency has quadrupled its ranks from at least 5,000 to at least 20,000. 

· An Army Reservist wrote the stark truth: "The guerillas are filling their losses faster than we can create them. For every guerilla we kill with a smart bomb, we kill many more innocent civilians and create rage and anger in the Iraqi community. This rage and anger translates into more recruits for the terrorists and less support for us." Our troops understand that. The American people understand it. And it's time the Administration understood it.

3) It is not just the resistance fighters who want the U.S. out of Iraq.

· Polls taken of Iraqis by our own government show that in November of 2003, only 11 percent of Iraqis said they would feel safer if Coalition forces left Iraq. Six months later, 55 percent did. 

· In the most recent poll that asked the question, 2 percent viewed the United States as liberators, and 92 percent as occupiers.

· Iraqis have grown tired of an occupation that has provided them neither security nor meaningful sovereignty. 

· Anti-American sentiment is steadily rising. Songs that glorify the resistance have spread across the country. Poems written decades ago during the British occupation after World War I are popular again.

4) The Iraqis have good reasons to see the U.S. as occupiers, not liberators. 

· The U.S. government has presented no credible evidence that it intends to leave Iraq anytime soon, or any-time at all. Instead, the U.S. government’s actions indicate that it intends to pull the strings in Iraq for a long time to come. 

· 14 permanent (so-called ‘enduring’) U.S. military bases have been built or are under construction in Iraq.

· The U.S. is also building the world’s largest embassy in Iraq, with a staff of 3000. 
5) The January 30th election was not the solution.

· Unless Iraqis have a genuine sense that their leaders are not U.S. puppets, the election cannot be the turning point the Administration says it hopes for. 

· Saddam Hussein's capture was supposed to quell the violence.  It didn't.  The transfer of sovereignty was supposed to be the breakthrough.  It wasn't.  The military operation in Fallujah was supposed to break the back of the insurgency.  It didn't.
· Currently, the U.S. trained Iraqi forces do not have a strong commitment to the Iraqi government that matches the insurgents’ determination to liberate the country from the U.S. occupation.  Iraqi army recruits are unsure about the credibility of their military and political institutions.

~  It is time to recognize that there is only one choice.  The U.S.A. MUST give Iraq back to the Iraqi people. Only a free Iraq has the strength to defend itself against civil war and terrorism. 
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Support House Concurrent Resolution 35 

Calling for U.S. Troops to Return Home

Several Representatives in Congress have taken the initiative towards a swift U.S. withdrawal from Iraq. House Con. Res. 35 was introduced by California Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey and 24 co-sponsors 

on January 26, 2005. There are currently 28 co-sponsors for House Con. Res. 35.
This resolution will ONLY gain broad support in Congress IF constituents, like YOU, all over the U.S.A. speak their minds and encourage their Representatives (whether Democrat or Republican) to support a swift withdrawal of U.S. and Coalition troops.  

This link will give you all the contact information you will need 

(phone numbers, e-mail addresses, mailing addresses) 

for all U.S. Senators and Representatives.
  http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/
Any U.S. Representative can be reached by calling the House switchboard:  1-202-225-3121 

* Letters to the Editor are effective! Please write to your local newspaper about the need to End the U.S. military occupation of Iraq. Express your support for H. Con. Res. 35 and encourage others to contact their Representatives about it.
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